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W A playwright from Georgia
linds meshing Mative American
and pioneer cultures into one
story a demanding lask

Iy DEHHIS McCARTHY
oF Tt Cepolnian sfac

OREGON CITY — Tom DeTitin
freyeently feels ke a long distanco
runiner. Always running. Always
{rylingg do catch Up with history,

For two years, the 37year-old
Amrious, Giw, playwright has been
pouring his time and talents Into
what ho dascrites ny e mogt eom-

llented and challenging story he

ak oncountersd — the menhing of
ploneer and Nathve American cul-
tum:l the end of the Oregon Trall.

PeTitta 16 wrlting the ir-'rltll I‘nr
next  summer's  Oregon

METROSOUTH
Oregon Trail script challenges playwrlght_

#ponnt, seheduled 1o ran July 1480
Az & at the End of te Crregon Tradl
In{erprative Center in Oregon Clty,
Although pageant offfefals sa
he's on the proverbial homestred
for comploting the script, DeTlttn
Iisists there are silll p lot more
miles b cover before (e play s -
Iihed.
The play doesn't even have a title.
“1eben't ovier resnember Baving n
Pl flest bofore welting & sceipt,”
sald DeTitta, during a recent
stopoior In Oregon City. [t was a
brlel e, The nexl mormikiag he was
off 1o Pogudlaton (o meet with elders
and  teibal  leaders el the
Confedorated Umatilla Tribe
DeTitta has pliad on the froguent.
fier miles during the past two
ﬂm.hlﬁz'l mn betwien M
Goory it Chregon bo col
with pageant officials, historians

and plonoer and Indian descondants
abont the seripl

Unlike “OFegon Fevir,” which
todd the story from a predominantly
phomseer point of view, DeTitin's play
will give equal time to Native
Amorican history and culfiure.

The play I thres storled fi one:
the phonecrs wio arrtved in Oregon
in th 1860%; e Indians whio settbed
e Tirst; and how the two culiures
ml]hhd inthe Whitmin mossacre

1847,

The drama will cover the strog.
gles of phoneers trying to oope with
wieather and othor harsh elemonis
cronsing the countey. Bul Il witl
include & village scene deplcting
how the Indians started from
disvancs lur.-h as smallpox and

Ploass turn 1o
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LS MLHTIL T D paas
with a seript committes in
Oregon Cly and ot the Umatilla Indlan Resorvation In Pend|a-
ton on a new play for next summar's Oregon Trall Pageant.

Tom DaTitta has bean workl



Script: Whitman massacre shows clash of two worlds

EContinued from Page 1
chalera brought by the sottlers,

Ir. Marcus Whitman nal only
teded o Boswth feeming metlodds Lo
the Indians in Bastorn Washingion,
tiat also priciiced medicine, They
blamyd him for (he spread of dis
AR,

The pay will depict the trial of
fIve Coyuse Indlans necused of mup
dering Whitman, his wife aml 12
others: af how Use [ndlms were con:

victed and hanpad n Opegon Cly in’

105,

“The Whitmuan maessere WS §
unlgque moment (n history,” DeTi1a
s, “Eoily aldes fell ihiry wern ab.
solutely. eorvect, |1 was a clash of
pwo different worlds, This play s
alaut how the two worlids learsed o
coex ikt

“Aut there i3 nothing in this play
a1 will offessd anvone,” e insists,

To make the play work, DeTita
T Tyl 1 spencl hours researching
hiks subjicts,

Ho had heen working swith a scrip
committee of sven people In Ore-
gon Clly and i tsé Usnatila Dol
Rewervation in Penidbiton,

People such as  histortan  Jin
Tompkink, who has partrayed Ope-

gon City [founder Dr. John
McLoughlin in local productbonsg
Niuncy Wilsen, curator of The
MelLoimghlin Hosiee, Allee Norres,
Oregon 'Trakl Pageant executive di-
rector; uml Marjorle Wabeneks, a
iember of the Confederated Umatil
la Tribo and a descendast of the
Coyuse, Palouss and Warm Springs
RTIETES

Waheneka also is a park ranger!
interpreter ot the Whitmnn Misdion
Matlonal Historle SHe In Walla
Witlla, Shie has been improssed with
eTitim's hard work and dedication
In 1rying to presont o i nml scew-
rabe depiction of the Indias,

“He's really developed a sensitivi:
iy o our culture,” she <aid. “lo's
mmde 01 real effort to lesarn aboul [n:
dian culture and traditbons. He took
part in our rootfest religlous sery-
b, he's phserved our war danoes,”

DeTidn as made four trips to the
Umntilia ressrvation for serip! road.
ings with Wahenoks, her husband,
Armand Minthorn, and other moem:
bersd of the committee, Waheneko
iabd she and her ashand have not
hesitited to polnt out errors in De
Tina s script.

“Armand todd him some of Lhe
things in the seript were knocur

mhe,” b sakedl "He tokd Tom that In:
dimns dbdn'e talk that way, and Tom
changed 1.7

Marris, too, ks impressed with De
Tina

*1 think one of his strong polnis ks
his ability fo Jkstem,”™ she sald,

Morrls thinks DeTlita’s sixmonth
Hilehhiking trip across Americs,
upons which he wrote the book *1
Think 'l Deop You OF In Deml-
wod " Belped teach him how 10 L
fen and how o be sensitlve (o the
problems of otler peofple.

[Tt wiede e book alter grsd
uating from Duke University In
Durham N.C., following his Jourmey
from Rarth Carolina 1o San Frapcis-
(=il
*| started wriling a diary when 1
wis  hitchhlking beeause | was
scarod,” DeTina wadd, Senred of the
unkpown, bt willlng to explore
now venues, "It was very therapea:
..1].'."

He hns written n number of ks
torie plays about subjects such as

Applachian poverty, prisoners of

war and the war by Cambedlla. |ie
recently wis commissbomd 10 do
play about the life of former Presk
dent Carter,

When he isn't writing, DeTiita ks
aching ot Geergla Soitheim Stale
University in Amerbous.

Two years ngo, be ervated World
Community, A& community basod
theater progeiim speclilkeing in his
torkeal prodoctions, Bul scripting
historical plays, e hns learned, is o
very lime-consumbng experience,

“Each one iakes aboit three
yroirs,”™ ho sakl “Vou have (o & re
wriles sach year 50 you ciah sccess,
wpdate history.”

The Oregon Traoll Pageast play
hins beoorme n big part of Tk e In
mone ways than one. The planning,
the resenrchilng, the writing and ne
W it lng — all i thi pame of tecurn
ey, l sadd,

*I've probably spent 20 to 40 per.
cent of my timo over the pakl twi
years on this ope,” e dald. “It's
mire complicaled thaii any show
I've 5 r disfiy, ™

fxnniy MeCarthy cobers the Belgh-
barboodds of Mileaukie, Cvegon Ciry,
Glndmione, Oak Grove and Jenhings
Fatpse Jor the Metrosourh Burei of
The Ovegonicn, Me may be reoched
by talephorie af 2095904, by fux af

HIT or by moll af P03 Box S09, |

Oireyon City 97045




