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COLUMBUS LEDGER-ENQUIRER SECTIONE

Vaudeville auditions
draw theater hopefuls

to the Rylander stage

Amateur hour

Top: Patrick MERICUS, Ga. — Grorgia Southwestern State Univer-
Erochu lestsa Michael Straka was sity in Afericus
 fire brand with amazed that almost e The play is the second of thres he's
kis tongne doring eryone volunicered to  cresting for the Bylander. The first
a performing cat fire. wis “And Grace Will Lead Me Home:
workshop al the “Usually, maybe one or two will The American POW Drasm,” pro-
Bylander Theatre vounieer,” he said, “Today, everyone  doced kst year; the final one will be a
in Americus but the litile boy and one of the picce about President Jimmy Carter.
adults did 1.7 Becmese the other two plays are 50
1 Straka, who man away with, the dr-  werioms, the idea of doing vaudeville
Middle: Llana cus when he was a teen-ager, is now — which usually inclodes comedy
Barrows steps an allaround entertainer who can el routines, song-and-dance and jug-
lively as ahe fire, jugple and do magic tricks. He pling or acrobatic acts — appealed 1o
leads a dance was on hand at the historic Bylander DeTitta
tryoat. Theatre last month to conducl & “Vaudeville theater didn't die, it
variety-act workshop in prepaation  evolved,” he sabd. “1t showed up in
T - Tor the community vaudeville produc-  the circus” and in things ke “Stupid
Right: Alia Sabbs tioa, “Following Our Farmie: The Ad-  Human Tricks™ an =The Late Show
“""'b::p‘; ventures of Fannie Fakename, Part 1: With David Letterman.”
SEAre i kg = “T T B~ 12 aboul
dd‘-‘““’ In Search of a Happy E A Following Our Fannie™ i3 aboul a

The man behind this mouthfol of 2
mame is Tom DeTitta, director of
World Communities: l:l-nh-r for
Communitv-Based Theater at

wodnan named Finnie Fakename who

See VAUDEVILLE, Page E2
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VAUDEVILLE | Local
folks strut their stuff

Frovm El

goes off in search of o happy
ending. The play i strectaned
i way that ineonporates all
the silly vaudeville aspecis
froan the early part of the 20th
century with modern theater,

*Its all in the spirlt of bur
lencuie,” DeTitta sakd The au-
dience will sec baggy-pants oo
medians, mugiclans, g duane.
ers and singers, and of eourse,
o rlamisel in distress,

To cast the play, DeTittn s
using auditions and work-
shops te (ind local aciors,
drgerd amil danters, as well as
resiclenits with thoas “stupld
human irick™ype lalenis,

Aumong the dogen or 8o who
turned up for the Jonuary
waorkshop were Palrick and
Jamie Terry, creators of the
Terry Meothem” Magic Show,

About four years ago,

“Vaudeville theater
didn't die, it evolved.
It showed up in the
cireus,”

Tom DaThis, crealfor of the
vaiidemille show “Following
Chur Fannie: The Advenivnes of

Faanie Fabename, Fart 10 [n
Search of a Happy Endeng®

Patrick, 16, was in o play with
a magician who refused to
share his tricks wilh the
yisipgster, 1 lind to look it up
mysell, 5o 1 gol some tricks
together and practiced on
Jume”

Among thelr fovorites §s the
one whire Patrick pretends to
chop off Jamie's (ingers.
"Same people gel pretty

SILFRRL LARUSE. [edper Engauner

Jumes Lirusan, 6, Hmbers up along with Krista Haslnger,
center, and Alla Sabba belore the dance portlon of "Fallowing
Chur Fannie® tryouts at the BEylander Thoatro,

i nl ALY Hl‘:n L

scared pbout it sabd Jamie,
14,

The brothers, whia say they
love the audience and ape
plause “and other things that
start with an ‘A" were also
the fient (o put theie hasds up
1 try lire-cating.

Jodnbng them was Jahn Hen-
ry Spann, LL IE was seary,”
he sabil. "But once you get 0t
(the [ire) in your mouth,
yodn e DK,

"I tasted like gos,” said
Patrick Brochu, 15, Kara Bar-
rendine, 18, rolled ler eyes ol
thal comment,

lt was kind of hot,m Karma
s, "It was definitely an
adrenaline mish.”

Patrick, though, after the
lirsit

attempl, got bobder. He

ne | H - l'u,.:t :||<11I:

managed to “swallow® the
flvme anil then shoot i back
out, After being congratulat-
eid, he sheepishly ndmined it
was mere luck,

Adter the fre-cating session,
there was & short jugeling bes
aon with clubs, which
bowneced all over the slage,

Later, Columbus native Ll
na Berrows, who now owns o
danee sludio in Amereus, led
o dance combination ta music
fram "Jesus Christ Superstan”
aeveral teen-ogers from her
stiudio studied the steps amd,
Jllilrr i few tries, had the rog.
tine down perfecily,

But most, amid much gl
ter, stumbled through the
combination,

Mest came Siraka's wile,
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Don Baker af
Wilmington,
M.Cy; keeps an
eye oul for
talent during
viudeville
auditions at the
Rylander
Theatre in
Amerlens,
Baker. o
free-lance
director, sald he
s looking
Torwird io
sieing the
finkshed product
on stage. “This
ks mach
wonderiul
spaee,” he sild
of the historie
theator.

RMERKEL LANORE [sfer bngsirer

Robertn, whi is an aclor, sing

of, dancer nnd magicinns as

sistant, She showed her claarg-
8 0 tap combination. While

some pul on tap shoes, other
Just made do with what they
hael on,

All looked like
having fun.

Director Don Baker aof
w"ﬂ'liﬂml-lll-. M.C., sl he s
Inoking for people who ean't
clamce a5 well ns those who
can,

“This s such nn fun plece,”
Biker sail about the play, "1
was interested in tekling i A
good bunch of people showed
L,

thoy wiere

Comtaed Sandra Okamolo
&l (706) 571-E5E0

If you go

What: An audition and vaudeville
wirkshop far *Follewing Qur
Fannie: The Adweniures of Fannis
Fakerama, Part 1 In Search ol 2
Happy Ending.” by Torm DeTita of
AMmricies, “Slupid human
Inck”-lypa acts are népded as
well as tradiliongl actoes, dircers
il singurs

When: Auditions at 58 o.m. Feb,
&3 and workshep at 2-4 _u'.l L,
Fab. 24: show apens in June

Where: Rylancer Theatrs, 310 W,
Larmur 5L, Amaricus

Infermatbon: (2295 9310001 o
L r‘|.! nile Lo



